THE GENESIS OF PEAGMATISM

Illusion about man's capacity for truth, plunges
dogmatism into a (Dilemma/ from which it can
emerge only by finding a way of discriminating
a i truth' from an ' error/ and so solving the
' problem of Truth and Error/ The weird verbalism
of the traditional Logic suggests a problem which
strikes deeper even than the question, "What do
you mean by truth ?' viz.: 6 Do you mean any-
thing?1 and so the 'problem of Meaning' is pro-
pounded by the failure of Formal Logic. Is Logic
not concerned at all with meaning, is it only juggling
with empty forms of words? Lastly, if from all
this there springs up a conviction of ' The Bank-
ruptcy of Intelleetualism/ the question suggests
itself whether the relation between abstract thinking
and concrete experience, between 'Thought' and
e Life/ has been rightly grasped. Is life worth living
only for the sake of philosophic contemplation, or
is thinking only worth doing to aid us in the
struggle for life? Are * theory' and 'practice'
two separate kingdoms with rigid frontiers, strictly
guarded, or does it appear that theories which
cannot be applied have, in the end, neither worth,
nor truth, nor even meaning ?

It is plain from this catalogue of inquiries that
Pragmatism makes no abrupt breach in tradition.
It is not the petroleuse of philosophy. It does not
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